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Tasty Toothpaste – Drinks Challenge 

Introduction Notes 

 

This presentation can be used as revision or an introduction to the function and care 

of teeth, depending upon the year group. 

The first two slides allow a discussion of what happens in industry. These can be 

omitted if they have already been used in other presentations. 

The first slide poses the question, 'What is industry?' and allows a discussion of the 

children's perceptions. This could be anything from the Victorian view of the industrial 

revolution to a more realistic view of modern factories and production facilities. 

The second slide looks at the different jobs that happen in industry and the roles that 

the children may be taking on in their investigation (see the section on organising 

groups). These are as shown below: 

 Administration Officer - make notes and record information. 

 Communications Officer - report findings to other groups (companies) or whole 
class. 

 Personnel Manager - organise the group and ensure equal opportunity for 
contributing to the investigation. 

 Resources Manager - collect and organise resources. 

 Health & Safety Officer - be aware of safety issues and make sure the group 
work safely. 

The first slide asks the children what they know about teeth. This can be used to 

prompt a discussion about the jobs that teeth perform. The following slide looks at the 

teeth (or lack of) that babies are born with and how their teeth develop. The 

presentation then explains that the milk teeth are replaced by permanent teeth. 

The following slide describes tooth decay and how bacteria feed on sugary foods to 

produce acid which damages the enamel on the teeth. There is a selection of media 

clips to prompt discussion and set the investigation into context. Sugary drinks can be 

a problem and the final slides set up the challenge to investigate which sugary drinks 

are likely to cause the most problems. This can lead into a discussion on how the 

investigation can be tackled. 

Information is provided, in the Healthy Drinks And Tasty Toothpaste resource, about 

preparing eggshells to use as a substitute for tooth enamel in this investigation. 

 


